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Dear NMJL Members, 

Thank you for being an integral part of our growing and thriving Mah Jongg 
community. This has been a very gratifying year.

We enjoy watching famous personalities and media exposure discussing 
the game and are glad to see so many tournaments and teachers supporting 
the game. But we know it all begins with you, playing the NMJL card with 
friends while enjoying the connection, stimulation and friendship that make 
the game so special for all of us.

This year’s card was challenging but played very well according to your 
calls and letters. Beginners found their way to easier hands while advanced 
players enjoyed the challenges. It was a great card.

We took your suggestions and recently published a new NMJL Online game 
for you. It’s fresh, fun, and easy to play. Thousands of games have already 
been played so go to our website for more details.

Our Collectors did an outstanding job this year. As the lifeblood of the 
NMJL, they collected a record number of memberships. Their designated 
charities will receive more than $1M this year from the NMJL. We are so 
proud of this wonderful partnership that helps so many. See our Honor Roll 
for specifics.

Please renew today to ensure timely card delivery in early April.

“Thank you for your loyalty and support. Continue to enjoy the game of 
Mah Jongg and share the joy of all that is accomplished.

Sincerely

Larry Unger, President
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Mailbag
Dear NMJL,
Thank you for bringing light and hope to 
patients and families tackling childhood 
cancer.

-Tom Coughlin Jay Fund

Dear NMJL, 
Thank you for your partnership and gener-
ous support of Damon Runyon. We deeply 
appreciate your dedication to our mission 
to fund the most brilliant young cancer 
researchers. 

-Yung Lie, Ph.D
CEO, Damon Runyon Cancer 

Research Foundation

Dear David and Larry,
Thank you for NMJL’s support of Valley 
Hospital’s Serve, Care, Transform project. 
It ensures that New Jersey communities will 
have access to the highest level of care for 
years to come.

-David Bohan,
Chief Philanthropy Officer, Valley Hospital

Dear NMJL,
These donations will directly benefit 
combat wounded military personnel in the 
Lowcountry and will be allocated among 
deserving military charities.
Sincerely, 

-Russ Spicer, CEO LFWMH

Dear NMJL,
Thank you for your increased support which 
makes a significant difference in the lives of 
patients and families facing cancer.

-Michael Teitell, M.D.
Pres. UCLA Jonsson Cancer Center

Dear NMJL,
With the support of organizations like yours, 
the JCC has become a cornerstone of Long 
Island’s community. Thank you for standing 
up with us.

-Nancy Waldbaum, President

Dear NMJL,
As a nonprofit academic health system, 
donations like yours fuel our progress and 
we are grateful for your support.

-Jason Baxendale, MBA, JD
Northwestern Medicine 

Dear NMJL,
As a Dallas collector we appreciate your 
support of All Community Outreach, 
New Friends New Life, and Patient Care 
for Callier Center for Communication 
Disorders.

-Mary Kennedy

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ TO OUR
COLLECTORS

Our sincere appreciation for the dedicated 
players who worked so hard to collect 35 or
more memberships and in return, received a

donation to their favorite charity. All donation
checks are mailed to those charities in

October. Your efforts are the lifeblood of the
League and make a big difference in the lives
of so many. Thank you for a job well done!
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Mailbag
Dear NMJL,
Your gift allows us to maintain our 
healthcare, education, advocacy and 
youth services programs. We depend upon 
loyal donors like you that want to make a 
difference. 

-Vivianne Kovacs
National Treasurer Hadassah

Dear NMJL,
Thank you for your significant gift to the 
Alzheimer’s Association and the ‘Longest 
Day’ team. Your participation encourages 
many others to join the fight. 

-J.Schatz

Dear NMJL,
Kudos to the people who made up the 2025 
Mahj card. It is creative and challenging. As 
a player for 60+ years, I enjoy finding new 
hands. I’ve been a collector since 1994, rais-
ing money for Leukemia and Breast Cancer 
and St. Judes. 

-Helaine Gesas #0422

Dear NMJL,
On behalf of the American Heart Asso-
ciation, we thank you for your generous 
donation.

-Meg Gilmartin
Executive Director

Dear NMJL,
Your support helps us connect care for 
nearly 4000 patients every day.

-Blanchard Valley Health Foundation

Dear NMJL, 
Your donation has been immediately put to 
good use, toward our SAFE program, assist-
ing women and families in finding their path 
to growth and independence in Kent and 
Sussex County.

-Lisa Obermire

Dear NMJL,
Your generosity helps protect endangered 
sea turtles as well as support rehab, research 
and marine biological education.

-Andy Dehart
President, Loggerhead Marine Life Center 

Dear NMJL,
Thanks to your support, 3 new scholarship 
recipients will benefit from the opportunities 
that come with being connected to the WLP 
program at USF.

-The Women in Leadership and
Philanthropy at USF team 

Dear NMJL,
We are deeply grateful for your ongoing 
investment in our students and dedication to 
our mission.

-Jill Lloyd, Executive Director,
Inner City Scholarship Fund

Dear NMJL,
A child’s wish begins with hope. And hope 
begins with you. We are grateful you are 
part of our caring community

-John Healy, CEO
Make a Wish
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Mailbag

National Mah Jongg League named 2025
Distinguished Philanthropist of the Year Award for

 St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

• Since 2011, the League’s gifts have fueled pioneering research in the
Pediatric Cancer Genome Project as well as a lab in the Inspiration4
Advanced Research Center.

• NMJL named an apartment in The Domino’s Village patient family
housing facility offering comfortable spaces for families during their most
challenging times.

• Recently pledged naming opportunity commitment to the new Clinical
Center.

• The dedication and generosity of the NMJL exemplifies the spirit of
philanthropy and the profound impact that dedicated supporters can have
on the lives of children and families at St. Jude.

Discovering Mahjongg
I have tried to stay busy as I have aged,
Staying connected with friends and keeping 
my mind engaged.
A few years ago, I thought to myself that 
maybe golf I should play? But I’m not a fan 
of walking after a ball all day.
Maybe I will learn to crochet or knit?
It turns out you need patience to do that, 
which I haven’t a bit. I thought some more 
what to do. Then Mah Jongg came to me out 
of the blue.
I started playing weekly and joined another 
group, they are wonderful women and 
sometimes we share scoops. We talk about 
our health, travels and other fun stuff. 
Mah Jongg involves good fortune and using 
your brain, but it isn’t too tough.

Playing with such lovely ladies is second 
to none. The combination of strategy and 
luck makes it fun. I play to win, but also for 
friendship, which is great, We eat chips, fruit 
and other snacks on a plate.
The game starts with East rolling the dice.
We try to keep track which way to go, which 
is nice. The exciting element of the game 
keeps everyone on their toes. Sometimes we 
chat and laugh so much we forget who goes.
Playing Mah Jongg has led to meeting other 
friends while away. I recommend learning 
Mah Jongg and don’t delay.
You’ll meet nice people and joy will abound.
People play on Long Island and all around.

-Adrienne Wilber
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Q. Can Jokers be redeemed from a 
“dead” hand? 

A. You may exchange jokers from expo-
sues that were made BEFORE the 
hand went “dead”. Once a hand is
declared “dead”, any Jokers tha were
exposed with that declaratio

Q. A player called for a tile - did not pick
up the tile yet, but started to make their
exposure by placing three other tiles up
on their rack. They then say “never
mind”, thereby changing their mind.
Can this be done?

A. NO…the player started to make their
exposure already, and has thereby made a
play and a commitment.

Q. What happens if an incorrect player
takes East position?

A. When a player takes East position in error,
the hand is NOT thrown in, but played
through and paid if there is a winner. Then,
the rightful EAST takes her turn and the
player who took East loses her turn.

TO START . 
East rolls dice to determine where to break
the Wall. East makes a break in the Wall
after the number of stacks specified by the
dice. East takes the first two stacks (4 tiles)
to the left of the break. Then the player to
the right of East takes the next two stacks 
and picking continues to the right. Each 
player should have 13 tiles, except East, 
who should have 14.
NOTE: Players take tiles counterclockwise

(to the right), tiles are picked from
the Wall clockwise (to the left).

Changes on our Mah Jongg card are never 
arbitrary. We make changes because we wish 
to make the game more challenging and inter-
esting. All new rules and changes are tested 
and well thought out by a Committee. We test 
the new card 3 days a week, 6 hours a day 
from the end of August thru the first week in 
November. Any and all recommendations and 
suggestions are welcome.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Q.	Is a Joker that was exposed before a hand  

has been called dead available for  
	 redemption?

A. Jokers may be exchanged from any and
all exposures that were made before a
hand is declared dead. Exception: If a
hand was declared dead because the
exposures were found to be part of a
concealed hand, those exposures must be 
returned to the rack and no Jokers are
redeemable.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2 Q.	Please explain #7 on the back of the card  

under “Calling for a Discard.” What is  
meant by “number and type of tiles”?

A. Once you call and place a tile on top of
your rack, you may add or subtract from
the exposure until you either initiate a
joker exchange or discard. The called tile 
may not be returned to the table.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3 Q.	Please clarify: Can a joker be used in the  

consecutive run 112345?

A. You may not use a joker in the run
112345. This is a grouping of singles
and a pair. You may only use jokers in
groups of identical tiles, such as Pungs,
Kongs and Quints.

4 Q.	Please tell me if this is done correctly,  
Debbie is playing a quint hand. The  
player to the left of Debbie discards a 7  
crak. Debbie calls the 7 crak. Debbie  
exposes on her rack: 77JJ, only four tiles.  
Debbie then steals a Joker from the  
player to her right. Debbie places the  
Joker with her four tiles: 77JJJ. Now she  
has five in her exposure for her Quint and  
her turn is over.

A. Once an exposure has been made, a
player cannot then initiate a Joker
exchange and add the Joker to the
exposure. Although it is the same turn,
these are two separate moves. If the Joker
stays in the exposure and the player
discards, the player has an incorrect
exposure and the hand should be
declared dead.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5 Q.	During a Joker exchange, Player B  

erroneously put an 8 crak onto Player A’s  
rack. Player A noticed the error before  
discarding and replaced the incorrect 8  
crak with the proper tile, a 3 crak. Is this  

	 legal?

A. If Player A had noticed the error
immediately, she could have returned the
8 crak to Player B and put the Joker back
in its place. However, once Player B
discarded, Player A had an erroneous
exposure and her hand should have been
declared dead, with no penalty to
Player B. You may never exchange a
symbol tile for another symbol tile, and
Joker exchanges should be done hand-to- 

	 hand over the table.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Q. Can Jokers be redeemed from a 
“dead” hand? 

A. You may exchange jokers from expo-
sues that were made BEFORE the 
hand went “dead”. Once a hand is
declared “dead”, any Jokers tha were
exposed with that declaratio

Q. A player called for a tile - did not pick
up the tile yet, but started to make their
exposure by placing three other tiles up
on their rack. They then say “never
mind”, thereby changing their mind.
Can this be done?

A. NO…the player started to make their
exposure already, and has thereby made a
play and a commitment.

Q. What happens if an incorrect player
takes East position?

A. When a player takes East position in error,
the hand is NOT thrown in, but played
through and paid if there is a winner. Then,
the rightful EAST takes her turn and the
player who took East loses her turn.

TO START . 
East rolls dice to determine where to break
the Wall. East makes a break in the Wall
after the number of stacks specified by the
dice. East takes the first two stacks (4 tiles)
to the left of the break. Then the player to
the right of East takes the next two stacks 
and picking continues to the right. Each 
player should have 13 tiles, except East, 
who should have 14.
NOTE: Players take tiles counterclockwise

(to the right), tiles are picked from
the Wall clockwise (to the left).

6 Q.	Can you call someone dead if you have  
	 their tiles which are needed for a pair in  
	 your hand?

A. 	 You may not call a player’s hand dead
	 based on the tiles in your hand, only  
	 based on tiles visible to all - either  
	 discarded on the table or exposed on the  
	 racks
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 Q.	Two players want a discarded tile.  
Neither will Mah Jongg with it. Does it  
matter if the tile has been racked by the  

	 first to call for it?

A. When two players want the same tile for
exposure, the player nearest in turn to
the discarder gets preference, unless the
other caller has claimed the discard by
either placing the called tile on top of
their rack or exposing tiles from their
hand.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Q.	Is there a new rule that allows you to call  
a Joker for mahjongg?

A. No, you may never call a discarded
Joker for any reason.  On rare occasion
a Joker may be misnamed and a player,
not watching the table, will call the
misnamed tile for mahjongg.   In that
case the game ceases and the misnamer
pays claimant 4 times the value of
the hand. The caller does not have
mahjongg, as a tile cannot be claimed
until correctly named.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9 Q.	It is my turn, and someone has just  
discarded a 5 crak. I hesitate and touch a  
tile on the wall. I do not put the tile on my  
rack or look at the tile. I then decided to  
take the 5 crak. Am I dead?

A. You may, when it is your turn, touch a
tile on the wall, then change your mind
and call the prior discard. Your hand is
not dead if you do so. If you move the
tile, however, you cannot change your
mind and put the tile back in its place.

10 Q. I have an etiquette question. I play each  
week with a group of six tables. We are  
all at a similar skill level, except one who  
is a tournament player. She wins almost  
every game, leaving the other players  
feeling hopeless. We don’t mind losing,  
but there must be some possibility of  
winning. Can you make any suggestions  
on how to solve this problem?

A. It can be frustrating to play with a
player who always wins, but rather than
feeling hopeless, try to up your game!
You may ask her for some tips, or pay
very close attention to why she wins so
often. Pay attention to the tiles you give
her in the Charleston and see what she
keeps. Notice what hands she gravitates
to and play defensively to not give her
too much information about your hand.
Since you have six tables, make sure she
rotates around so all players get a chance
to learn from her.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

11 Q. I made a Singles and Pairs hand.  Since  
it is Jokerless do I get paid double the  
amount shown on the card?

A. A player is paid double for a Jokerless
hand. However, no Jokerless bonus is
given for Singles and Pairs hands. These
are inherently made without Jokers and
are paid accordingly.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

12 Q. Do “calling a tile” and “claiming a tile”  
mean the same thing?

A. No. Calling means verbally announcing
the intent to take a tile (e.g., “call,”
“take”). Claiming means actually taking
it—by placing the called tile on top of
the rack or exposing matching tiles from
the sloping part of the rack.

NEW RULE
A tile that is called for either an exposure or
for Mahj Jongg must be placed on the top of
the rack.
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ORDER FORM
Item Description Quantity Price Total

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ENDING MARCH 31, 2027
1. Standard size card 5 1/8”x4” $   14.00
2. Large size card 6 1/8”x4 3/4” 15.00
3. TABLE COVERS    .................................................................... 60.00
4. PLASTIC HOLDER (Standard Size) ...................................... 9.00
5. PLASTIC HOLDER (Large Size) ........................................... 10.00
6. INSTRUCTION BOOK          .................. 15.95
7. BETTOR .................................................................................. 12.00
8. JOKER DECALS (Pkg. of 8) .................................................. 5.95
9. MONEY CHIPS (100 Chips) .................................................. 9.50

....................... Sales Tax

Total Amount          $

212-246-3052 Make Checks Payable to:
THE NATIONAL MAH JONGG LEAGUE, INC.

PO BOX 50003, Newark, NJ 07101-8006

Name

Address Apt. #

City State Zip Code

E-Mail

(Postage must be added)

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
No postal money orders accepted

....... Sub-Total $

- 

NEW ADDRESS FOR MAILING ONLY

...................................................
..................................................

International Orders must be paid by U.S. Bank Check Only

“Mah Jongg Made Easy” 

All of the above items include shipping and handling. 
Returns are subject to shipping and handling charge. 
Sales Tax on all items except membership: NY(8.875%), 
CA(10.50%), FL(8.50%), ILL(11%), MASS(6.25%), 
MD(6%), NJ(6.625%), PA(8%), TX(9.25%)

10. 30.00
11. 38.00

MAH JONGG PLAYING KARDS.........................................
MAH JONGG PLAYING KARDS with “Mah Jongg Made Easy”

12. Medium 14.  X-Large .. 35.00
MAH JONGG T-SHIRT: Pullover - white only-multi imprint

MAH JONGG SWEATSHIRT: Pullover white only-multi imprint

16. Medium 17.  Large

21. Red, Green, Yellow, Blue (Lucite)............................................ 52.00
22. Smokey 23. Solid Black ......................... 52.00

26. Lightweight Microfiber Carrying Case (Black) ......................
......................

88.00
TILES ONLY: All with white face and/or colored back

27. White Limited Time Special .................................................... 85.00
28. Pink 29. Green 30. Black 31. Red ............. 165.00

SOFT BLACK BAG, COMPLETE MAH JONGG SET

24. Clear

18.  X-Large 19.  XX-Large

15. XX-Large13.  Large

MAH JONGG RACKS: Set of 4

25. Mega Card 3 Panels Front and Back 8.5” x 11”

27.00
20. HELPING HANDS (Pushers) - Set of 4 ................................. 48.00

32. .........

35.00

199.00
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Bits & Pieces
NATIONAL MAH JONGG 

VISION PROBLEMS?
GET A MEGA CARD

LEAGUE, Inc.
 

AV AILABLE FOR MEMBERS ONL Y:
Mah Jongg on the Internet…
You are able to play with your friends
wherever they are from your own PC.
This new membership benefit is yours
for only an additional $50.00 annually.
To apply, have your Membership I.D.
number and a valid e-mail address
ready. Call our office if you need your
ID number.
Go to:
http://www.nationalmahjonggleague.org
There is no clock on the Internet. Play
anytime with someone from around the
world! ENJOY!

,

Adjustable snap table cover of washable,
durable quilted vinyl. Very attractive snaps
allow for adjustment.
33˝ x 33˝ to 36˝ x 36˝ .......................$29.95

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Beautiful,

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mah Jongg Playing Kards
Playing Kards with
“Mah Jongg Made Easy” 

3 Panels 8.5” x 11” Front and Back $35

deep, hand-engraved, large and
clear symbol tiles. White face with Pink,
Green, Black or Red Back.
Tiles only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $165.00

. . . . . . . . . . . $30.00

. . . . . . . . . . . $38.00

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

450 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10123
NA TIONAL MAH JONGG LEAGUE, Inc.

www.nationalmahjonggleague.org
An organization that donates

to charitable causes
Membership $8.00 or $9.00 per annum

Tel. 212-246-3052          Fax: 212-246-4117

450 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10123
10/20/30/40/50 Club

We’d love to hear from you if you are part of a
longstanding Mahj Group. Tell us how long

you’ve played together and how you feel
about the game. Photos are welcome.

Write or Email to:
customerservice@nationalmahjonggleague.org

NATIONAL 
MAH JONGG 
LEAGUE, INC.

OFFICIAL STANDARD HANDS AND RULES

89 th Year

NATIONAL 
MAH JONGG 
LEAGUE, INC.

2026  
 

NC

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Card Holders
Standard
Large

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00
   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00

NATIONAL MAH JONGG LEAGUE, Inc.
450 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10123

10/20/30/40/50 Club
We’d love to hear from you if you are part of a

longstanding Mahj Group. Tell us how long
you’ve played together and how you feel

about the game. Photos are welcome.
Write or Email to: 

customerservice@nationalmahjonggleague.org

Teach a friend, or a family member, with our 
updated instruction book for beginners, and for 
those brushing up on their game. $15.95

Newly Revised

RETURN POLICY

We want you to be happy with your purchase
from the National Mah Jongg League. 
Should you be dissatisfied for any reason, 
you may return the merchandise within 2 
weeks of delivery. Please phone our office 
prior to the return of merchandise.

You are responsible for shipping charges on
returned merchandise. This includes the 
shipping charge to you as well as the 
returned shipment. Items must be returned 
with original wrapping and packaging. A 
re-stocking fee of 10% will be charged on all 
returned merchandise.
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National Mah Jongg League, Inc.
450 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10123
www.nationalmahjonggleague.org

89 Years of Friendship
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